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At the end of this week that has seen us busy in Rome, among the 86 delegates from 44 countries, called 

for the General Assembly of Talitha Kum on the occasion of its 10th anniversary, whose motto was 

"together against trafficking, weaving a web in love", we share with you some of what we lived and 

experienced at different times throughout this week.  

These have been intense days of active listening, of sharing, of reflecting together on the different 

challenges that we as Church have in this joint fight against human trafficking.  

It is always very enriching to listen from another perspective to those who share this same struggle.  

We have been working on the basis of three verbs: to see, to judge-light, to act-project the future.  

We have seen what is the reality that concerns us and worries us, we have contemplated it in the faces of 

so many victims, we have illuminated it with our voices and experiences, and also with some experts from 

different social, ecclesial and international spheres. We have stopped to project our future actions. 

The assembly concluded with a Final Declaration with some concrete commitments to be carried out.  

Everything that has happened in us so that we do not pass by: we have to stop, with the certainty of always 

being on the road.  

It has been very challenging to see once again the importance of networking, and it is also a call to our 

Congregation to continue networking wherever we are. At times difficult work, a necessity in this challenge 

to work with the local churches, being spokespersons for the realities before the authorities, from our own 

context and particular charism, feeling that we are Church. With the richness that dwells in us, feeling that 

we are in communion not only as a Congregation, but also with many other sisters and brothers in the 

world who pursue our same objectives.  In a contemplative dialogue that creates communion through the 

meaning of the word; listening from an inner silence that creates a space where something new can 

emerge, building circles of equals, welcoming differences, embracing other points of view. So many 

countries, a great challenge: to listen to ourselves in our diversity.  

Throughout the days, we have looked at the motives of the slave trade, trying to go beyond what we know. 

There are situations of structural vulnerability, where the Church is called to respond as the Body of Christ. 

To know, to understand the problem and to seek solutions. What are the structural factors in the countries 

of origin and destination that provoke trafficking, the situation of women in many countries? How can we 

raise our voices in a world of inequality? 

At the same time, a big question...at the level of intervention with the victims; there was much talk of 

welcome, of models of welcome, if only welcoming was the solution. Well, at times welcome can be even 

worse than exploitation! We still have a long way to go... How can we give meaning to the lives of many 

women who have been exploited? How can we promote networking with its transforming power of the 

practices that we have been using up to now? The last two days have been dedicated to preparing the Final 

Document, putting a lot of emphasis on the theme of communication ad intra and ad extra, on networking, 

on working for a more just world, on formation and on going beyond borders. 

The most moving moment was surely the meeting with the Pope. The Holy Father has renewed his support 

for the work of the different religious congregations on the topic of trafficking... "I want to renew my 

encouragement to all the women's institutes of consecrated life that have disposed and sustained the 

commitment of their nuns in the fight against trafficking and in assisting the victims. As I invite you to 

continue this commitment, I appeal to other religious congregations, both male and female, to adhere to 



this missionary work, making personnel and resources available so that they can reach everywhere. I also 

hope that the number of foundations and benefactors will increase to ensure their generous and 

disinterested support for your activities. With regard to this invitation to other religious congregations, I am 

referring to the problems that many congregations have, and perhaps some, both female and male, will be 

able to tell you: "We have so many problems to solve internally that we cannot...". Tell them that the Pope 

has said that "internal" problems are solved by going out into the street, so that fresh air can enter. Given 

the magnitude of the challenges posed by trafficking, it is necessary to promote a synergistic commitment 

on the part of the various ecclesial realities.  

(Audience to the participants in the 1st General Assembly of Talitha Kum - World Network of Consecrated 

Life, Talitha Kum –26/09/2019) 

This assembly has opened new horizons, giving hope from an inter-congregational sense. It is time to raise 

our voices, to be prophets of hope, to say with our voices that liberation is possible.  

Sisters Julia Bacelares and M. Luisa Puglisi  

 

 


